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10 Jane 1963
MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Counsel
SUBJECT: Resources in Captured German Documments
Regarding Communists and Communist

Parties

1. The principal German captured document repositories
containing data on Comununists and Cemmmunist Parties ars:

a. Berlin Document Center (BEC).

b. German Forsiga Miaistry records now
held at National Archivea, % ashington, D.C.

€. Gemman military files now held at the
Fedoral Racords Ceater in Alsxandria, Virginia.
These muterials are now being reitored to the
West German Government,

4. Scattered collections of German documeonts
&wﬁm‘g‘,& the Library of Congreses and the Hoover
Instituté at Pale Alto, California.

2. We regard the Barlin Document Center as the principal
repesitory of iaformation Pertaining to the subject of the Seuate
internal Subcommittee's requedt. The records of the German
Peoples’ Court {Voilksgerichtshof), oae of the fiftaea individual
collections making up the BDC, contain approximately 20, 609
dossiers of pereons tried from 1933 to 1948 for membership in,
aupport of pr sympathy ior the Communist Party. In addition to
the data about the conduct and the results of the trial, these dossiers
centals detailed summarisations of the results of prectrial investi-
gaticas, (mail intercepts, telephone monotoring, sury vilwaze, and
isterrogations) as well aa information about significant sceurrences,
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3. Tww points shoald be kept in mind when working with
these records;

. The satire Peoples’ Court collection at
the BDC consists of about 30, 000 dossiers and the
20,900 dosslars cited above are insterspersed Asasog
the others which concern the trials of persons sccused
of variens crimes inclading black marketing vs well as
esplonnge agsinst Germany but vot in bebalf of a Com-
munisl coantry.

b An alphabetical index for the entire collectics
is menilable, bat it contains cards oaly about the defendant{s)
and not about the other perions mentionsd in the filas {sach
8s the delendant’s contacts or the intelligonce afficer who
directed the efforts of the accuied, sic. }e

4. The historical section of the BDC should alse be able to
provide a iew documents about the subject matter, particolarly dats
recorded in the late 1920's sad carly 1530's by the Bavariaa police
which had to combat CP inspired riots and sutbreaks of viclence
between Communists and the brewa-shirted Namic. Howewver, thix
ssction's information is limited sasontially to the Germnan CP.

3. The ether captured German document collections contain
scattered materials on the subject matter. Recovery of the pertineat
cuments, howsver, is act possible because the holdings are very

voleminous; and heace refereacing, if at all available, is extromely
gousval and impractics! for the conduct of ressarch oa specific topics.
For exazmpls, alphabetical indices of names of psrsons are not avail
e in any other repository countaining papers pertiasnt to the subject.

6. As noted in paragraph I, the National Archives in W ashington,
D.Co bas custody of micrefilned copies of & large body of captared
records which have been returned to the West German Republic. Gener-
ally descriptive summarisations of sach resl of film are available at
the Archives and could be reviewed for references leading to potential
soarcers of information about the sabject.

7. Inthe coarse of conducting counterintelligence exploitation
of solected captured German materials, the Agency's analysts ancovered
& series of Cerman "wanted” publications of 19346-1934 vistage. These
lists have been coliated and the names of Communists "wanted” by the
Gurmans srrasged alphabetically, by couantry of residsace. A copy of
the “waated” list compilation is attached for paszing to the Zubcommittee,
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if you wish to do z¢. {(Copiss were previcusly disseminated to the
Cossnranity.} The aumber below each nape refers to the frame of
the microfilen. If & photograph on the individual was available, that
fact is indicated aud the microfily frame refereace is gited. The
terms “indesed” sigaifies that that persen’s aame had bewn cited io
ihe German (Nasi) Becurity Hesdguarters (R3HA) listing of aecu:ity
suspects snd that (he name has been carded in the Agency's counter«
imtelligence Indox. It zhould be noted that the Agency has indoxed
the assies of many Commanists recorded in other captursd German
documents, but 2o separsie listingsz or compiintions of those aames
have beon published.

$. The RSHA list cited above would aluo yield dats about the
subject matter. kiany of the names, bal not i, in this lst refer te
Communists. Of utmnost siguificance is the citation in the 1543 list
of Klaus TUCHS as a "dangerous” Comman:st, A cepy of the RIHA
list is available U the Subcommittes deires (o have it,
25X 1A

L

Approved For Release 2001IOSI&@E—FDPGSBOO383R000200040079-2




